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Janet Lansbury is unique among parenting experts. As an RIE teacher and student of pioneering

child specialist Magda Gerber, her advice is not based solely on formal studies and the research of

others, but also on her 20 years of hands-on experience guiding hundreds of parents and their

toddlers. No Bad Kids is a collection of Janet's most popular and widely read articles pertaining to

common toddler behaviors and how respectful parenting practices can be applied to benefit both

parents and children. It covers such common topics as punishment, cooperation, boundaries,

testing, tantrums, hitting, and more. No Bad Kids provides a practical, indispensable tool for parents

who are anticipating or experiencing those critical years when toddlers are developmentally obliged

to test the limits of our patience and love. Armed with knowledge and a clearer sense of the world

through our children's eyes, this period of uncertainty can afford a myriad of opportunities to forge

unbreakable bonds of trust and respect.
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This is a must-read for any young parent or parent of a toddler. I found Lansbury's book through her

website, which I found from a colleague. As a licensed mental health professional, this respectful,

communicative approach to discipline and respect for your child speaks volumes to me. It just

makes sense.As a parent, I also subscribe to much of Maria Montessori's philosophy, and RIE (the

parenting philosophy developed by Magda Gerber that this book is based on) are very similar. In

many ways, Montessori and RIE compliment each other. I've read texts by both Gerber and

Montessori directly, and I must say that Janet Lansbury's books are more practically helpful. While



Gerber and Montessori's original texts are very inspiring philosophically, what I appreciate about

Lansbury's book are the practical examples. There's a bit of a "script" that she reiterates throughout

the book that I find incredibly valuable.The book isn't perfect, however. I do wish it was more

carefully edited. I've read Lansbury's blog, and many of the best posts are in the book - I haven't

read her blog extensively, so perhaps the entire book is simply a print version of her blog. While I

love her conversational writing voice, there are a few typos (it's "such-and-such" not "such-in-such"),

and areas where I wish she had expanded (a good editor would have helped here). A few of the

chapters were simply examples and I would have appreciate a bit more insight from Lansbury

herself, rather than being left to infer the message/meaning simply from reprinting other parent's

letters (remember, we're exhausted, sleep-deprived parents of toddlers reading this! We need

simplicity and repetition!). Other than these nit-picky issues, I find this to be an invaluable book. I will

be reading and re-reading this book in the few years to come. Highly recommended to any parent or

caregiver of a toddler!

Wonderful book! I have found so many useful parenting thoughts in here. Sometimes it is hard, but

my daughter is well behaved and I have learned the techniques Janet Lansbury outlines really work,

if you stick with them, and I feel like I'm being honest with my daughter, rather than coming up with

tricks to get her to do things (which worked once or twice and then stopped and I would have to find

something new).

My son and I are no longer butting heads. The techniques I was using weren't working and I was

getting so frustrated. Now we communicate so much better with each other. I can't recommend this

book enough

This was a grounded, illuminating book that has helped us head into the terrible twos phase with a

set of tools to help us survive while helping our child thrive. I would highly recommend it to any

parent who doesn't subscribe to the "because I said so" school, but is looking for clear, firm

communication with their children based on mutual respect.

Very good book for those of use that don't believe in spanking or yelling at children.

This was exactly what I needed to read for my 2-year-old. It's about understanding the reason for

certain behavior, how to prevent unwanted actions and how to correct behavior in a positive way.



This book has helped my husband and myself tremendously with our gentle parenting journey. We

understand our toddler much more, and have found it much easier to remain patient with this book

to help guide us on this path.

Love love love this book and everything by Janet Lansbury. It is easy to read, practical, useful and a

resource that I refer to often.
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